
REGULAR MEETING OF THE OSAGE CITY COUNCIL 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016 
 

The Osage City Council met in regular session at 5:30 pm on Monday, October 17, 2016 with Mayor Steve 
Cooper presiding. Council Members present were: Adams, Voaklander, Elliott, Grafft, and Mork. Absent: 
Bodensteiner. 
 
Council Member Voaklander made motion to approve the agenda. Council Member Adams seconded. All voted 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Council Member Mork made motion to approve the consent agenda. Council Member Elliott seconded. Motion 
approved by unanimous vote. Consent agenda consisted of: approval of October 3, 2016 meeting minutes, 
monthly reports, Res. 16-17-51 RES. AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY OF 
OSAGE; Res. 16-17-52 RES. APPROVING CLASS “E” LIQUOR LICENSE TO S&S LOCKER DBA/OSAGE 
LIQUOR. 

A to Z Drying, TIF Rebate 15750.00  Marco, copier lease 142.15 

AgSource Labs, testing 666.15  MCEDC, contribution 4869.00 

AgVantage FS, fuel 896.27  Menards, supplies 95.65 

Alpha Media, ads 539.00  Mitchell Co Recorder, fees 94.00 

Barco, uniforms 60.00  Municipal Emg Serv, gear 199.70 

Bartusek, Dave, services 372.00  Net Payroll, Oct 12 30938.30 

City of Osage, transfers 312596.69  NIACOG, grant 3500.00 

CRC, pool mgmt & OMU pledge 152625.00  Nicholson Towing, services 798.88 

Dennis Donavan PC, audit 5625.00  North Iowa Broadcasting, ads 378.00 

Display Sales, chamber  400.00  Osage Auto Salvage, services 50.00 

Dunlay, Jerry, reimbursement 19.24  Osage Chamber, bucks 100.00 

Emergency Apparatus Maint, oil 758.80  Osage Coop Elevator, supplies 2489.90 

Fastenal, parts 92.15  Osage Vet Clinic, services 187.00 

Fire Engineering, subscription 21.00  Payroll Deductions, Oct 12 15152.13 

Foth, Julie, services 180.00  Quality Pump & Control, services 1015.00 

Gast, Del, reimburse parts 102.99  RDG, façade 2201.32 

Hach, materials 1324.00  Rock Creek Stump Serv, services 1624.00 

Hawkins, supplies 1539.00  Scharper Services, services 2810.00 

IA Workforce Dev, unemployment 901.88  Schumacher Elevator, qtr maint 222.15 

Iowa DOT, materials 2433.10  Storey Kenworthy, supplies 32.99 

Iowa One Call, locates 48.60  Treasurer, sales tax 5832.00 

K&H, fuel 1938.60  US Water, supplies 28893.27 

Kennys Service, services 126.42  Weber Auto, parts 416.49 
 
Claims Summarization: General $248,869.33; RUT $7976.03; Solid Waste $0; Water $6323.79; Sewer 
$46,468.10; Library $4571.81; TIF $109,503.36; Hotel/Motel Tax $1417; Park & Rec Trust $13,225; Emergency 
Levy $8463.08; Local Option $21,461.33; Employee Benefit $129,327.67; Projects $3451.32 
 
September Receipts:  General $176,440.25; Library $400.50; RUT $46,672.34; Employee Benefits $42,887.10; 
Emergency Levy $2806.42; Local Option Tax $26,957.60; Hotel/Motel Tax $20,978.21; TIF $72,656.20; Main 
Street Loan $48.74; Commercial Loan $313.90; Trust & Agency $1012.30; Forfeited Property $1.77; Debt 
Service $14,361.41; Capital Improvement $64,248.33; Water $46,928.24; Sewer $70,690.24; Solid Waste 
$11,721.87 
 
Joyce Ruehlow presented information on Cedar Valley Seminary Restoration Project. She reviewed plans for 
various areas along with estimate of costs for renovation and operation. Brendhan Wagner reported the 
foundation is done for the addition and installing structural steel is next step. City Officials were invited to tour 
between noon and 2 pm on Thursday, October 20. Ruehlow asked City to consider $200,000 pledge toward the 
project in addition to previous $100,000 commitment for public parking lot at 7th & Chase just south of seminary 
building. Council will consider action on financial request at a future meeting. 
 
Mayor Cooper read proclamation noting October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  
 
Mayor Cooper opened Public Hearing on Plans, Specifications, Form of Contract and Estimate of Cost for 
Phase 2 & 3 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project. Public offered no written or oral comment, hearing was 
closed. Phases 2 & 3 will cover all streets and manholes north of Pleasant Street. Council Member Adams 
introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION ADOPTING PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF 
CONTRACT AND ESTIMATE OF COST”, and moved that the same be adopted. Elliott seconded the motion to 
adopt. The roll was called and the vote was, AYES: all; NAYS: none. Whereupon, the Mayor declared 
Resolution 16-17-53 duly adopted.   
 
Public Works Director Dunlay reported bids for the Project were received on October 13 from 4 companies. 
Hydro-Kleen LLC was the low bid at $1,645,716.39. Council Member Grafft introduced the following Resolution 
entitled “RESOLUTION MAKING AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT”, and moved its adoption. 
Voaklander seconded the motion to adopt. The roll was called and the vote was, AYES: all; NAYS: none. 
Whereupon, the Mayor declared Resolution 16-17-54 duly adopted. Hydro-Kleen LLC has already been 
awarded contract and started work on Phase 1 of Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project. City Clerk reviewed the 
anticipated revenues and expenditures for the entire Sewer Project. Council Member Elliott moved to approve 



Res. 16-17-55 RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH THE 2016 SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT 
FUND. Council Member Grafft seconded. Roll was called; five ayes, motion carried. 
 
Paul Donna from RW Baird reported sale of Sewer Revenue Bonds was postponed to allow time for additional 
information to be to be compiled for the official statement and review of insurance for the bonds. Council 
Member Mork moved to approve Res. 16-17-56 RESOLUTION SETTING DATE FOR SPECIAL MEETING. 
Council Member Adams seconded. Motion unanimously approved. Bonds will be offered for sale October 26 
and special meeting will be at 5:00 pm that day. 
 
Mr. Donna reviewed the results of Bond sales to re-finance previous borrowing for Public Safety Center. Bonds 
were rated A-1 by Moody’s Investors Service. Overall interest savings over the remaining thirteen years of the 
issue will be $118,248. Council Member Mork introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION 
DIRECTING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A PROPOSAL TO PURCHSE $1,385,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION 
REFUNDING CAPITAL LOAN NOTES, SERIES 2016B; AND APPROVING THE FORM AND AUTHORIZING 
EXECUTION OF A NOTE PURCHASE AGREEMENT” and moved that it be adopted. Council Member 
Voaklander seconded the motion to adopt, and roll being called thereon, the vote was as follows: Ayes – all; 
Nays – none. Whereupon, the Mayor declared the Resolution 16-17-57 duly adopted. 
 
Bonds to refinance previous borrowing for CRC Swimming Pool were also sold earlier in the day. This issue 
carried Moody’s rating of A-2. Interest savings over the remaining nine years of payments will be $178,008. 
Council Member Elliott introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF A PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE $2,550,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION ANNUAL 
APPROPRIATION REFUNDING CAPITAL LOAN NOTES, SERIES 2016C; AND APPROVING THE FORM 
AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A NOTE PURCHASE AGREEMENT” and moved that it be adopted. 
Council Member Grafft seconded the motion to adopt, and the roll being called thereon, the vote was as follows: 
Ayes: all; Nays: none. Whereupon, the Mayor declared Resolution 16-17-58 duly adopted. 
 
Mayor Cooper invited persons present to comment on proposed installation of 120 foot cell phone tower at NE 
corner of 7th & State Streets. Penney Morse, Tom Bucheit, Judy Champion, Ken Emerson, Lori Mark, Betty 
McCarthy all spoke. Concerns raised were sight line impact on Historic Commercial District, birds roosting on 
tower, bird droppings on sidewalks and parking lots, ice falling from tower (problems at 250 ft tower in Riceville), 
impact of radio frequency within one half mile of elementary school and aesthetics of tower in middle of town. All 
preferred tower not be located in residential neighborhood or downtown. Dan White from US Cellular explained 
all tower installations in the country are reviewed by State Historic Preservation offices, and the company works 
with owners of tower sites to mitigate concerns. He also noted the monopole tower proposed in Osage is 
completely different structure than Omnitel’s tower in Riceville. US Cellular prefers 7th & State Street site 
because tower is most effective close to where people are located and closest to where they are using data 
features on electronic devices.  
 
Mayor Cooper stated he was in favor of allowing cell tower at proposed location for the following reasons: health 
concerns cannot be factor in decision, structure height precedent had already been set since water tower and 
county communication tower sat on the site years ago. He did not feel bird roosting and droppings or ice would 
be a problem due to style and height of the tower. Council took no action on the item. 
 
Council discussed additional modifications to Ordinance relating to operation of Utility Terrain Vehicles. City 
Attorney will make revisions and Council will consider action at future meeting. 
 
Plan & Zoning Commission met at 4:30 on Monday, October 17 to review request from John & Jova Machin for 
City to vacate Park Court and City’s request to vacate north 132 feet of Nursery Avenue. Commission 
recommended vacating the two areas. Council Member Grafft moved to approve Res. 16-17-59 RESOLUTION 
SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ON VACATION OF PARK COURT AND A PORTION OF NURSERY AVENUE. 
Council Member Elliott seconded. Motion approved by unanimous vote. 
 
The Machin’s would like to purchase vacated Park Court for $200. Council Member Adams moved to approve 
Res. 16-17-60 RESOLUTION SETTING HEARING ON THE CONVEYANCE OF CITY-OWNED PROPERTY 
KNOWN AS PARK COURT IN THE CITY OF OSGAE, IOWA. Council Member Mork seconded. All voted aye, 
motion carried. Both Public Hearings will be November 7 at 5:30 pm. 
 
Clerk asked Council to approve purchase of Laser Fiche software from Advanced Systems at cost of $4038 
using undesignated Hotel/Motel funds. There is annual support agreement cost of $573 and she would like to 
hire Rose Moore to come in to scan old records as time allows. Council Member Elliott made motion to approve 
purchase and temporary staffing. Council Member Mork seconded. Motion unanimously approved.  
 
PPME representative Mike Scarrow asked City to consent to timeline waiver because dates for negotiations 
may be difficult for him to schedule. Council Member Grafft made motion authorizing Mayor to sign timeline 
waiver agreement. Council Member Adams seconded. All voted aye, motion carried. City is waiting for health 
insurance renewal rates before preparing City’s contract proposals. 
 
Council Member Elliott made motion to approve travel request: Blake to Clear Lake Nov. 10. Council Member 
Voaklander seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
DAF machine was moved at Pretreat plan and culvert was installed to facilitate pumping sludge. Jon Eagen is 
hauling sludge from wastewater plant. Spot repairs for Phase I of Sanitary Sewer Rehab project are going very 
well. Police department assisted with courthouse security last week. Two junk/nuisance notices have been 
served, and similar complaint was noted in 1300 block of State Street. 
 
Council Member Elliott made motion to adjourn.  Council Member Mork seconded. Meeting adjourned. 



 
 
 
              
       Mayor  
Attest: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 


