
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 
The Osage City Council met in regular session at 5:30 pm on Monday, March 10, 2014 with Mayor Steve 
Cooper presiding.  Council Members present were:  Adams, Voaklander, Boehmer, Bodensteiner, Mork, and 
Elliott.  Absent:  none. 
 
Council Member Boehmer made motion to approve the agenda.  Council Member Adams seconded.  Motion 
unanimously approved.  
 
Council Member Mork made motion to approve the consent agenda.  Council Member Voaklander seconded.  
All voted aye, motion carried.  Consent agenda consisted of:  approval of  February 18 meeting minutes, 
monthly reports, Res. 13-14-54 RES. AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY 
OSAGE, Resolution No. 13-14-55 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF CLASS “C” LIQUOR 
LICENSE (LC) (COMMERCIAL) + SUNDAY TO FLAT PIE & RED EYE, and Resolution No. 12-13-70 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF CLASS “B” WINE PERMIT (WB) + SUNDAY SALES TO 
SUSAN ENGELHARDT DBA/THE FRONT PORCH LLC. 
 

Access Systems Leasing, copies 3.07 
 

Larsons Hardware Hank, supplies 214.51 

Access Systems Leasing, lease 140.24 
 

Lessin Supply, supplies 178.09 

AgSource Labs, testing 617.54 
 

LR Falk, materials 287.95 

Albert Lea Newspapers, ads 192.50 
 

Malmin Const, snow removal 139.32 

Angell, Kurt, mileage 148.96 
 

Marshall & Swift, services 352.78 

APWA/ISOSWO, conference 185.00 
 

Municipal Supply, supplies 516.80 

Austin Newspapers Inc, ads 192.50 
 

Net Payroll, Feb 19 23991.93 

Bree's Tire, service 45.00 
 

Net Payroll, Mar 5 28128.99 

Brown Supply, supplies 49.71 
 

Nicholson Towing, services 273.95 

Carpenter Uniform, uniforms 59.98 
 

North Country Equip, parts 603.15 

Chicago Central & Pacific RR 21511.56 
 

North Iowa Media Group, pub 554.38 

Coopers Osage Auto, service 17.75 
 

OHD Marketing, mkt website 42.64 

Data Technologies, user mtg 95.00 
 

Olsen Implement, parts 228.22 

Des Moines Stamp, notary 26.70 
 

OMU, fees 1500.00 

Don's Truck Sales, parts 94.65 
 

OMU, phones 527.32 

EconoLodge, lodging 190.38 
 

OMU, utilities 18068.96 

Electronic Engineering, equip 59.34 
 

Osage Coop Elevator, supplies 434.14 

Fastenal, parts 8.77 
 

Osage Payless Foods, supplies 10.15 

Fire Service Training, materials 145.00 
 

Payroll Deductions, Feb 19 28342.15 

Foth, Julie, services 161.25 
 

Payroll Deductions, Mar 5 13743.04 

Globe Gazette, subscription 41.00 
 

Penney, Cathy, reimburse 55.11 

Graham Tire, equipment 237.76 
 

Planscape Partners, services 978.00 

Hanson, Ray, replace window 241.22 
 

Pollard Pest Control, services 352.04 

Hawkins, materials 1054.50 
 

Popp Excavating, services 225.00 

Heiman, equipment 60.96 
 

Powerplan/Murphy Tractor, parts 725.34 

Herb's Auto Repair, service 44.94 
 

Princess Bride Video,commercial 990.00 

Hot Box, supplies 118.99 
 

Radio Shack, parts 8.98 

IA Div of Labor Services, insp 50.00 
 

Schindler Elevator, maint 147.33 

IAMU, dues 530.85 
 

Spahn & Rose, supplies 83.56 

IMFOA, conf registration 100.00 
 

Standard Insurance, ins 130.89 

Interstate Motor Trucks, service 1601.57 
 

Town & Country Ins, insurance 105.00 

Iowa DOT, inspections 250.00 
 

Trans Iowa Equipment, parts 133.34 

Iowa Group Travel Assoc, memb 225.00 
 

Ultramax, supplies 660.00 

JB Electric, services 936.29 
 

Verizon Wireless, cell phones 198.65 

Jendro Sanitation, services 9569.72 
 

Visit Mason City, tourism 750.00 

Johnson Comfort Systems, serv 7375.00 
 

Wber Auto Parts, parts 475.70 

K&H, fuel 10096.83 
 

Wellmark, insurance 22514.22 

Keystone, testing 58.00 
 

Ziegler, parts 410.34 
 
Claims Summarization: General $96,963.24; RUT $29,750.69; Solid Waste $225; Water $11,796.98; Sewer 
$23,296.04; Library $10,167.55; Hotel/Motel $2392.64; Project $29027.36 
 
General:  $1,166,067.57; Library $159,438.60; RUT $254,107.37; Employee Benefits $173,401.28; Emergency 
Levy $12,474.80; Local Option Tax $231,501.08; Hotel/Motel Tax $49,695.59; TIF $409,507.03; Main St Loan 
$17,837.42; Commercial Loan $15,972.35; Trust & Agency $32,397.98; Police Special Projects $1008.14; 
Forfeited Property $1369.72; Debt Service $71,948.58; Capital Improvements $810,011.34; Water $298,450.74; 
Sewer $340,232.63; Solid Waste $92,867.08 
 
Allan and Cheryl Adams voiced concerns over possible vacation of Walnut Street between 13

th
 and 14

th
 Streets.  

They currently use a driveway to access a building in the rear of their property that would be affected by the 
possible vacating and sale of that portion of Walnut Street.  They will be notified of the Planning and Zoning 
meeting that will pertain to this request. 
 
Public Hearing on proposed Budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014 was opened.  No major projects 
are planned for the FY 14-15. City Clerk stated that until the Valent Pre-Treat is operational, all revenue and 
expense is an estimate.  Hearing was closed. 



 
Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to approve Resolution No. 13-14-57 RESOLUTION ADOPTING 
THE ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF OSAGE FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2014 TO JUNE 30, 2015.  
Council Member Elliott seconded.  Roll call vote was taken, all voted aye, motion carried. 
 
A request was made by the Osage Chamber and Mitchell County Extension to hold a Farmers Market at the 
former fire station property on S. 7

th
 St.  Dates and frequency has yet to be determined, but it would possibly be 

held one Wednesday and one Saturday morning each month during the growing season.  Approval was 
granted. 
 
Bob Frein presented Council with a request for storm sewer to be placed in the alley of block 116.  Due to lack 
of grade, water does not drain properly and impacts his home.  In 2013 and 2014, a berm was built to block the 
water from his property.  In 2014, because of the amount of snowfall, snow was removed from the alley by a 
private company to avoid potential flooding issues.  Frein requested financial assistance from the City for 2014 
expenses related to the construction of the berm and snow removal.  Decision by Council is for the City to 
provide a pump to remove water if needed, and to cover costs of storm sewer installation.  City will not assist 
with expenses incurred by property owner related to construction of berm and snow removal.  Council Member 
Adams made motion to direct Yaggy Colby to prepare specs and proposal documents for storm sewer project in 
alley of Block 116.  Council Member Boehmer seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Penney Morse presented information to Council regarding a possible collaboration with NIACC Building Trades 
Department to host Rudy Christian of the Timber Framers Guild.  She would like him to come to Osage in 
October and evaluate the Masonic Square building (702 Main St) and the building located at 621 Main St and 
give a structural evaluation.  Morse would also like to see a City representative form an Osage Preservation 
Commission to help business owners capture grant money for restoration of historic buildings.  The Economic 
Development Committee will meet to discuss and make recommendation. 
 
Council Member Elliott made motion to approve Resolution No. 13-14-58 RESOLUTION APPROVING 
COUNCIL’S APPOINTMENTS TO PLANNING AND ZONING.  Council Member Voaklander seconded.  All 
voted aye, motion carried.  Planning and Zoning appointments include Chad Halbach to fill the term of Marilyn 
O’Conner, term to run through calendar year 2019 and Deb Kuehne to fill the term of Ward Harris, term to run 
through calendar year 2015.  
 
Council Member Adams made motion to approve Resolution No. 13-14-59 RESOLUTION MAKING AWARD 
OF CONTRACT FOR SERVICES.  Council Member Bodensteiner seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried.  
Contract is awarded to Visu-Sewer, Inc. in the amount of $107,730.00 for services, cleaning and televising 
sanitary sewer system. 
 
Colton Bruggeman addressed the Council after experiencing frozen water lines and asked for financial 
assistance since the frozen section was beyond the curb stop to the main.  Also discussed was adjusting the 
water/sewer bills for those who have run water in an effort to avoid frozen services.  At this time, there are 6-7 
reports of frozen water services.  Jane Michels of OMU advised the Council in regards to what the billing 
capabilities are for water/sewer adjustments.  Public Works Director Dunlay stated that they are switching wells 
regularly to help alleviate low water temps.  The Utilities Committee will meet to discuss the matter further and 
make a recommendation to the Council. 
 
Council Member Elliott made motion to approve travel requests:  Dunlay April 3-4 Des Moines, and Penney April 
9-11 Des Moines.  Council Member Mork seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
     
Snow continues to be an issue, and requests were made to open the entrance to Spring Park at 1

st
 Street and to 

alternate locations of snow piles on Main Street prior to removal.  Complaints were received at City Hall 
regarding lack of sidewalk snow removal by two businesses.  Council was asked to look into the safety of the 
apartments on the 300 block of Chase Street due to obvious external structural issues.  Street assessment 
collections resulted in 72% of the total paid in full, 28% was turned over to the County Treasurer for collection 
with property taxes.  Valent is coming online and will be flushing their systems.  There will be a Planning & 
Zoning meeting on March 18 to address LR Builders requests.  Construction is slow but on schedule at the 
wastewater treatment plant.  Due to the days devoted to moving snow, no trees have been removed by Public 
Works. The department may devote 3 guys to tree removal this spring and summer.  The snow blower and 
sander are back in service after repairs, and intakes will be opened to handle runoff from snow melt.  Walk a 
Mile in Her Shoes will be held again on April 29, sponsored by the Sexual Assault Task Force. 
 
Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to adjourn.  Council Member Elliott seconded.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
s/Steve Cooper, Mayor 
Attest: s/Kathie Blake, Assistant City Clerk 
 


