
REGULAR MEETING OF THE OSAGE CITY COUNCIL 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2016 
 
The Osage City Council met in regular session at 5:30 pm on Monday, January 18, 2016 with Mayor Steve 
Cooper presiding. Council Members present were: Adams, Grafft, Elliott, Voaklander, Mork, and Bodensteiner. 
Absent: none. 
 
Council Member Voaklander made motion to approve the agenda with deletion of item #7. Council Member 
Mork seconded. All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Mork made motion to approve the consent agenda. Council Member Grafft seconded. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. Consent agenda consisted of: approval of January 4, 2016 meeting minutes, 
monthly reports, and Res. 15-16-51 RES. AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY 
OF OSAGE. 

AgSource Labs, testing 917.85  Kenny's Service, services 126.60 

AgVantage FS, fuel 579.75  Keystone, testing 1446.80 

Albert Lea Electric, pretreat 4352.25  LR Falk, materials 1275.03 

Aramark, services 276.08  MCEDC, 3rd qtr dues 3619.00 

Barrier 1, supplies 600.00  Mitchell County, emergency mgm 6333.25 

Bartusek, Dave, services 96.00  MJ O'Connor, parts 4730.18 

Bree's Tire, services 592.04  MOCIC, dues 100.00 

Brown Supply, supplies 649.20  Net Payroll, Jan 6 28697.88 

City of Osage, transfers 81802.73  Net Payroll, longevity 7964.35 

Continental Research, supplies 293.44  Nicholson Towing, services 90.81 

Coopers, services 822.94  North Iowa Broadcasting, ads 503.00 

CRC, donation & pool mgm 52625.00  Northwood Anchor, ads 140.40 

CRC, pool repairs 973.78  OMU, software 808.72 

Cresco Shopper, ads 84.00  Osage Chamber, support 3500.00 

DeLage Landen, copier 107.94  Osage Payless Foods, supplies 19.31 

EMC Insurance, deductible 205.00  Osage Schools, post prom 500.00 

Estate of Wes Carter, land 750.00  Osage Vet Clinic, services 326.00 

FarmChem, materials 113.92  Payroll Deductions, Jan 6 15405.35 

First Citizens, fees 770.40  Payroll Deductions, longevity 2300.82 

Gast, Del, mileage 115.00  Pollard, services 54.50 

Gordys Repair, services 2966.17  Qtech, services 4560.00 

Grainger, parts 3025.00  Safe Kids Worldwide, certification 50.00 

Hach, materials 7869.54  Schumacher Elevator, services 222.15 

IADOT, inspections 100.00  Smith Ag, services 28557.00 

IAMU, dues 583.63  Staples, supplies 393.81 

K&H, fuel 4059.94  Treasurer, sales tax 5678.00 

KAUS, ads 260.00  Weber Auto Parts, supplies 917.07 
 
Claims Summarization: General $150864.37; RUT $14065.99; Solid Waste $0; Water $7236.58; Sewer 
$70123.58; Library $3801.48; Hotel/Motel $1487.40; Employee Benefits $3592.87; Emergency Levy $272.07; 
Local Option $32467.29 
 
Receipts: General $103731.36; Library $6089.65; RUT $39479.78; Employee Benefit $15764.85; Emergency 
Levy $1193.86; Local Option $27296.53; Hotel/Motel $20840.17; TIF $39795.97; Main St Loan $;8035.45; 
Commercial Loan $268.88; Trust & Agency $10211.92; Police Special Projects $3.77; Debt Service $29840.41; 
Forfeited Property $1.82; Capital Improvements $30516.06; Water $43749.27; Sewer $300463.29; Solid Waste 
$11437.44 
 
Wendy Mathews thanked Council for previous financial support and asked Council to continue $7000 support 
for operations and designating 25% of Hotel/Motel receipts for Chamber use for tourism. She also reminded 
everyone of Chamber’s Big Event on March 5 at the CRC Events Center featuring Boogie & the Yo-Yo’s.  
Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to approve annual $7000 contribution to Osage Chamber of 
Commerce and designating 25% of Hotel/Motel receipts for Chamber’s use to promote tourism. Council Member 
Elliott seconded. All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Beth Blumberg, Director and Sarah Shade, Marketing Coordinator from Cedar River Complex gave Council an 
update on the CRC operations. In the first six months of their fiscal year, income is up and expenses are lower. 
The Events Center is booked in 2016 for 26 weddings and 11 other week-end events.  They are working to 
increase mid-week rentals. Council Member Elliott made motion to give $7500 from Hotel/Motel receipts to CRC 
for marketing. Council Member Mork seconded. Motion unanimously approved. Mayor Cooper asked Council to 
consider an additional contribution to CRC from Hotel/Motel fund to be set aside for Events Center upgrades 
and improvements. CRC staff will come back to Council with list of possible projects. 
 
Mayor Cooper read letter from Crisis Intervention outlining services provided to residents of Osage in the past 
year and asking for $1000 to support their work in the upcoming year. Council Member Grafft made motion to 
approve $1000 contribution to Crisis Intervention. Council Member Adams seconded. Motion approved by 
unanimous vote. 
 



Meredith Borchardt of Trees Forever presented plan for partnership between Trees Forever and Osage 
Municipal Utilities for five year Community Tree Program. OMU has committed $10,000 per year to the five year 
program. A tree committee will be formed with goals to inform and educate citizens on selection, planting and 
care of trees. The tree inventory and management plan being prepared by Iowa DNR will be used as a guide for 
future tree care. Council, Mayor, and other interested parties are invited to organizational meeting on Feburary 
9, 2016 at 5 pm in OMU Board room. 
 
Terry McCarthy of SEH outlined the formal resolutions needing Council approval to initiate the 2016 Street 
Restoration Project and the special assessment process. Council Member Adams introduced the following 
Resolution entitled “PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF STREET 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF OSAGE, STATE OF IOWA”, and moved its adoption. Council Member 
Mork seconded the motion to adopt. The roll was called and the vote was, AYES: all; NAYS: none. Whereupon, 
the Mayor declared the Resolution 15-16-52 adopted. Council Member Bodensteiner introduced the following 
Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION FIXING VALUES OF LOTS” and moved its adoption. Council Member Grafft 
seconded the motion to adopt. The roll was called and the vote was, AYES: all; NAYS: none. Whereupon, the 
Mayor declared the Resolution 15-16-53 duly adopted. Council Member Adams introduced the following 
Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION ADOPTING PRELIMINARY PLAT AND SCHEDULE, ESTIMATE OF COST 
AND PROPOSED PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 2016 STREET 
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT” and moved its adoption. Council Member Elliott seconded the motion to 
adopt. The roll was called and the vote was, AYES: all; NAYS: none. Whereupon, the Mayor declared the 
Resolution 15-16-54 adopted. Council Member Bodensteiner introduced the following Resolution entitled 
“RESOLUTION OF NECESSITY (PROPOSED)”, and moved its adoption. Council Member Mork seconded the 
motion to adopt. The roll was called and the vote was, AYES: all; NAYS: none. Whereupon, the Mayor declared 
the Resolution 15-16-55 adopted.  
 
Council Member Elliott made motion to approve Res. 15-16-56 RESOLUTION APPROVING COUNCIL 
APPOINTMENTS. Council Member Grafft seconded. All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, Jan. 26 at 4:30 to review department budgets. Worksheet should be 
ready by end of this week. The Public Safety committee will meet at 4:00 pm on Monday, January 25 to discuss 
increased staffing for police department and nuisance abatement efforts. 
 
Public Works department stepped away from contract with Iowa DOT for snow removal on Hwys 9 & 218 as 
previously discussed. The City did prepare a trailer with tank for applying salt brine mixture on road surfaces 
and will use that in areas around the City. Water leak west of middle school near Heritage Drive has been 
isolated and will be repaired when weather improves. Repairs to the 2002 CAT end loader are estimated at 
$30,000. 
 
Planning & Zoning Commission will meet at 5:15 pm January 19, 2016 to hear rezoning request from Mitchell 
County Regional Health Center for off-site parking lot. Council members were encouraged to attend to hear 
comment for and against the request.  
 
Council Member Elliott made motion to adjourn.  Council Member Mork seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
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