
REGULAR MEETING OF THE OSAGE CITY COUNCIL 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2024 
 

The Osage City Council met in regular session at 5:30 pm on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024 at City Hall with Mayor 
Steve Cooper presiding. Council Members present were: Judy Voaklander, Larry Mork, Darla Olson, Brian 
Fangmeier, Ross Grafft, and Brian Adams. The meeting was also available over Zoom.  
 
Council Member Voaklander moved to approve the agenda. Council Member Olson seconded. All voted aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Council Member Mork moved to approve the consent agenda. Council Member Grafft seconded. Motion was 
approved by unanimous vote. Consent agenda items were: approval of monthly reports, approval of minutes of 
the Feb 5, 2024 meeting, and Res. 23-24-70 RES. APPROVING OF CLAIMS, Res. 23-24-71 RES. APPROVING 
SPECIAL CLASS “C” LIQUOR LICENSE (LC) (COMMERCIAL) + OUTDOOR SERVICE + SUNDAY SALES 
TO CEDAR VALLEY SEMINARY, Res. 23-24-72 RES. APPROVING CLASS “E” RETAIL ALCOHOL LICENSE 
TO GROH HEIN LLC DBA/S&S LOCKER. 

AgVantage FS, fuel 1470.25  Osage Chamber, support 22500.00 

AT&T Mobility, wireless service 247.62  Osage Towing, services 1547.03 

Bree's Tire, services 76.05  Osage Vet Clinic, services 149.00 

Cintas, supplies 545.88  Payroll Deductions, Feb 7 14467.80 

Clear Lake Sanitary Dist, testing 232.50  Planscape Partners, services 4555.00 

Cloudcover, fees 600.00  Prescision Services, services 80.00 

Globe-Gazette, subscription 108.99  Radar Road Tec, supplies 70.00 

Glock Professional, training 250.00  SEH, services 1084.00 

IA DARE Assoc, dues 100.00  SISCO, health insurance 20925.71 

Iowa Wall Sawing, curb cuts 3196.00  State Hygenic Lab, testing 740.00 

Law Enforcement Systems, supp 124.00  True North Co, insurance 412.30 

Mitchell Co Recorder, fees 59.00  Wright, Brian, reimburse supplies 102.27 

Net Payroll, Feb 7 39306.15  Wright, Kari, services 256.00 

NI Broadcasting, ads 923.00  Ziegler, services 3910.76 

OMU, utilities 140.00    
  
Claims Summarization: General $86674.80; RUT $14845.64; Solid Waste $0; Water $4493.67; Sewer 
$4915.64; Library $6137.56; Employee Benefits $28; Project $1084 
 
January Receipts: General: $309916.74; Library: $54806.17; Hotel/Motel Tax $603.49; RUT: $42459.83; 
Employee Benefit: $2326.21; Emergency Levy: $139.33; Local Option Tax: $40635.55; Disaster Management 
$0; TIF $6465.25; Main Street Loan: $1457.08; Commercial Loan: $518.30; American Rescue Plan: $1846.67; 
Trust & Agency: $8089.59; Police Special Projects: $87.99; Forfeited Property: $6.82; Debt Service: $9169.93; 
Capital Improvement: $27485.61; Water: $107136.17; Sewer: $140975.99; Solid Waste: $185300 
 
Tom Madden of SEH, updated the Council on the results of the utility rate study. Different rate options were 
discussed to prepare for future infrastructure needs.   
 
Syd Heimer, Osage Public Library Director, gave a report on usage and programing at the library in 2023-24. 
She also presented the proposed budget for fiscal year 24-25, requesting a 4% increase, for a total of $234,700. 
Plans for the increase include a 4% wage increase, providing additional programming, and repairs and updates 
to the building.  
 
Natasha Newhouse, new Director of the Osage Chamber of Commerce, introduced herself to the Council. The 
Chamber is requesting $35,000 to continue providing services such as Friday Night Out, Autumn Artistry, and 
multiple retail events. The Council will consider this request as it is going through the budgeting process.  
 
Chelsea Michaels, Operator of Safe Ride of Mitchell County, requested $1,500 in funding for maintenance of the 
new Safe Ride vehicle. Safe Ride provides rides free of charge to and from any home or business in Mitchell 
County every Friday and Saturday evening and for special events. The Council will consider this request as it is 
going through the budgeting process.  
  
Sarah Gerbig, Marketing Director for the CRC, requested $7,500 of Hotel/Motel funds for marketing of both the 
CRC Wellness and Events Centers. This money will be used for digital and newspaper ads, as well as signage 
around the centers. The Council will consider this request as it is going through the budgeting process.  
 
The resolution approving the Union Contract was tabled.  
 
Police Chief Brian Wright discussed the rental agreement for the upstairs of the Public Safety Center. The 
agreement formalizes the expectations of renters of the facility and sets the fee to be $50 without the use of the 
kitchen and $75 with kitchen use. Council Member Mork moved to approve the Public Safety Center rental 
agreement as presented. Council Member Adams seconded. All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Olson presented the Mitchell County Extension Office’s plan of placing an LED sign on the side 
of their building on Main Street. The sign would display Extension events and could also promote community 
events if the Council was interested in contributing funds. The current quote they have is $17,000 for two signs 
or $10,000 for one sign. The Council will consider this request as it is going through the budgeting process.  
 



City Administrator Waters informed the Council that in the last snow storm, one of the City’s graders had broken 
down. It was determined that replacing, rather than repairing, the current grader would be more economical. The 
best value found was a used CAT grader which, after trade in, would cost $79,850. Council Member Fangmeier 
moved to approve the purchase of the CAT grader. Council Member Mork seconded. Motion unanimously 
approved.   
 
City Clerk Palsic discussed the need to set a public hearing on the proposed tax levy for FY 24-25. To meet new 
state requirements, the date of April 8th was suggested. Council Member Grafft moved to approve Res. 23-24-73 
RES. SETTING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY for Monday, April 8th at 
5:30 p.m. Council Member Adams seconded. All voted aye, motion approved.   
 
Council Member Voaklander moved to approve travel request: Waters to Iowa City March 27-29. Council 
Member Olson seconded. Motion unanimously carried.  
 
The Economic Development Committee met last week to discuss the next steps on the 607 & 609 Main St. 
properties. 
  
City Clerk Palsic has been working on the budget and will meet with the Finance Committee on Tuesday, Feb 
27th at 4:30 pm. Fire Chief Krukow reported that Jayden Hansen has completed his probationary period and Levi 
Sled has been added on a probationary basis. They also had their 2nd demo of new air packs and will be making 
a decision on those soon.  
 
Council Member Grafft made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Mork seconded. All voted aye, meeting 
adjourned. 
 
 
 
              
       Mayor  
Attest: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
 
 


