
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 
The Osage City Council met in regular session on Monday, December 8, 2014 at 5:30 pm in Council Chambers 
with Mayor Steve Cooper presiding.  Council Members present were:  Elliott, Voaklander, Bodensteiner, 
Boehmer, and Mork.  Absent:  Adams. 
 
Council Member Boehmer made motion to approve the agenda.  Council Member Voaklander seconded.  All 
voted aye, motion carried. 
  
Council Member Mork made motion to approve the consent agenda.  Council Member Elliott seconded.  Motion 
carried by unanimous vote.   Consent agenda consisted of: approval of November 17 meeting minutes, monthly 
reports, Res. 14-15-38 RES. AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY OSAGE and 
Res. 14-15-39 RES. AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF CLASS “C” BEER PERMIT + SUNDAY TO KWIK TRIP, 
INC. 

AgPower, parts 25.74  McMaster-Carr, supplies 114.46 

AgSource Labs, testing 493.80  MCRHC, physical 73.00 

AgVantage FS, fuel 1100.63  Mitchell Co, lease 10000.00 

Ahlers & Cooney, services 156.00  MPH Industries, supplies 1595.00 

Angell, Kurt, reimburse 58.84  Net Payroll, Nov 26 25915.44 

Aramark, services 240.16  NI Broadcasting, ads 780.34 

Brown Supply, parts 367.80  NI Media, publications 609.33 

Charles City Press, ads 120.00  Northwood Anchor, ads 275.40 

Continental Research, supplies 295.01  Olsen Implement, services 182.14 

Coopers, services 264.59  OMU, fees 1500.00 

CRC, rental fee 75.00  OMU, phones 643.26 

Data Tech, license 3202.88  OMU, utilities 12020.09 

Digity, ads 280.00  Osage Auto Salvage, services 50.00 

Eichmeier Auto, services 36.88  Osage Coop Elevator, supplies 76.20 

Environmental Treatment, parts 31639.73  Osage Payless Foods, supplies 36.19 

Evans Printing, ads 100.00  Our Iowa, ads 494.00 

Fastenal, supplies 1287.02  Payroll Deductions, Nov 26 29103.28 

Fire Service Training, training 120.00  Pollard Pest Control, services 90.00 

Flower Gallery, Main St décor 384.84  Popp Excavating, services 22545.95 

Foth Julie, services 162.50  Quality Inn, cont ed 101.29 

Galls, supplies 1416.92  Radio Shack, supplies 160.43 

Gross & McPhail, services 1188.00  Renewable Fuels, chemicals 24932.00 

Hach, supplies 2657.82  Schindler Elevator, qtr maint 147.33 

Hawkins, supplies 777.70  Schneider Gary, clothing allow 80.72 

Heiman, supplies 4732.46  See N Sew, clothinig allowance 26.98 

Herb's Auto, services 60.64  Smith Ag, services 75566.62 

Hotsy, supplies 111.45  Spahn & Rose, supplies 427.14 

Huber Supply, supplies 291.43  Standard Insurance, insurance 124.58 

IA Law Enf Academy, eval 140.00  Stellar Truck, parts 395.46 

IAMU, cont ed 72.00  Town & Country Ins, insurance 3676.00 

IAMU, dues 567.16  Unique Signs, plaque 60.00 

Iowa DOT, inspections 180.00  US Water, supplies 1811.33 

Iowa DOT, materials 531.00  USA Bluebook, supplies 2215.75 

Jendro Sanitation, services 9624.89  Verizon Wireless, cell phones 145.88 

K&H, fuel 6088.60  Weber Auto Parts, supplies 146.48 

KAUS Radio, ads 560.00  Wellmark, insurance 17189.10 

Keystone, testing 880.70  Whitewater Wireless, supplies 114.49 

KIAI, ads 280.00  Winter Equipment, supplies 555.36 

Larsons Hardware Hank, supplies 153.12  Wright Plumbing, services 168.75 

LR Falk, materials 2652.57  Ziegler, parts 220.50 

Marks Tractor, services 502.00    

 
Claims Summarization: General $71806.55; RUT $16538.71; Solid Waste $9744.89; Water $9487.99; Sewer 
$191,091.96; Library $6042.99; Hotel/Motel $3537.06  
 
Receipts: General $930,797.65; Library $119,543.81; RUT $168,943.00; Employee Benefit $155,777.58; 
Emergency Levy $11,763.57; Local Option Tax $161,228.86; Hotel/Motel Tax $23,150.41; TIF $344,134.06; 
Main St Loan $4650.46; Commercial Loan $12,665.90; Trust and Agency $47,275.90; Forfeited Property $8.82; 
Debt Service $48,403.85; Capital Improvement $147,591.73; Water $222,539.62; Sewer $379,070.72; Solid 
Waste $58,792.14 
 
Christopher Smith of Murphy, Smith, & Co. had reviewed the audit report with Finance Committee prior to 
council meeting and offered to answer questions about the report.  Council member Bodensteiner made motion 
to approve the audit report for fiscal year 13-14.  Council member Voaklander seconded.  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Rob Stangel, General Manager of Osage Municipal Utilities reviewed their annual budget as adopted on 
December 4, 2014.  Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to approve Res. 14-15-40 RES. ADOPTING 



THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE OSAGE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2015.  
Council Member Boehmer seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Mayor Cooper recommended Jennifer Frein be re-appointed to the Municipal Utilities Board of Trustees for six 
year team.  Council Member Voaklander made motion to approve Res. 14-15-41 RES. APPROVING MAYOR’S 
APPOINTMENT TO THE OSAGE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES BOARD OF TRUSTEES.  Council Member Elliott 
seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Council Member Boehmer made motion to approve Joe Gibbs as full member of the Osage Volunteer Fire 
Department.  Council Member Mork seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Gene Evans, Osage firefighter, showed a short video about “9/11 Never Forget” mobile exhibit which is 
scheduled to be in Osage during Labor Day weekend 2015.  The exhibit trailer will be set up in the Police 
Station parking lot.  The local Guns & Hoses Motorcycle Ride will also be held that weekend.  Fire Department 
will be seeking donations to defray cost of bringing the display to Osage. 
 
Public Works Director Dunlay reported the Plan & Zoning Board met and recommended vacating streets and 
alleys west of the airport on ground owned by heirs of Leonard & Howard Thoresen.  Council Member Elliott 
made motion to approve Res. 14-15-42 RESOLUTION SETTING DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON 
PROPOSED VACATION OF STREETS AND ALLEYS.  Council Member Boehmer seconded.  Motion carried 
by unanimous vote. 
 
The Council discussed sale of the streets and alleys proposed to be vacated and decided $50 plus costs and 
expenses related to the vacation and sale would be the proposed price for the property.  Attorney Nic Larson 
representing some of the Thoresen family was present and had no objection to the sale proposal.  Council 
Member Bodensteiner made motion to approve Res. 14-15-43 RESOLUTION PROPOSING SALE OF 
STREETS AND ALLEYS TO BE VACATED AND SETTING DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING.  Council Member 
Mork seconded.  Motion unanimously approved.  Both Public Hearings will be January 5, 2015 at 5:30 pm. 
 
Personnel Committee met last week to negotiate contract with Public Works employees for period July 1, 2015 
to June 30, 2017.  Proposal was made to alter current contract to increase City monthly contribution to 
employee Health Savings Accounts from $58.34 to $70 for single coverage and from $116.68 to $140 for all 
other coverage levels.  Council Member Boehmer made motion to approve Letter of Understanding effective 
January 1, 2015 for changes to current union contract regarding contributions to employee Health Savings 
Accounts.  Council Member Elliott seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
The HSA contribution change noted above and pay increase averaging $.65 per hour in each of the 2 fiscal 
years covered by the contract were the negotiated contract changes.  Council member Elliott made motion to 
approve Labor Agreement between City of Osage and PPME Local 2003 for period July 1, 2015 through June 
30, 2017.  Council Member Boehmer seconded.  Motion approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Three bids had been received for 4-year lease of 4 acres of ground near the airport with highest offer being 
$680 per year.  Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to approve Res. 14-15-44 RESOLUTION SETTING 
DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY.  Council Member Elliott 
seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
City Attorney Rick Gross in August informed the Mayor and Council of his intention to resign effective December 
31, 2014, and confirmed his decision in letter last week.  Personnel Committee had previously recommended 
Brian McPhail be appointed City Attorney.  Council Member Bodensteiner 14-15-45 RESOLUTION 
APPROVING COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS.  Council Member Elliott seconded.  Motion unanimously approved.  
 
Council Member Boehmer asked the source of City funds to be used for the downtown façade grant program.  
City is planning to use Local Option Sales tax and possibly Hotel/Motel funds.  Boehmer felt rather than spend 
money on a few buildings, a greater community benefit would be public restrooms and parking lot.  Council 
Member Voaklander reported the City was selected for Trees Forever Community Visioning Program.  Process 
will begin in January and be completed in Fall 2015.  Work on projects identified by Visioning committee would 
begin in 2016. 
 
City Clerk reminded all present of retirement reception for City Attorney Gross on December 16 at CRC Atrium 
from 5-6:30 pm.  Cedar Creek Tree Service is making progress on tree removal contract and is willing to remove 
6-7 additional trees the City has identified.  The contractor at Wastewater Plant continues to pour concrete and 
work toward project completion.  Police Department will be sending reserve officer candidates to training in 
Forest City. 
 
Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to adjourn.  Council Member Elliott seconded.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
s/Steve Cooper, Mayor 
Attest: s/Cathy Penney, City Clerk 
 


