
REGULAR MEETING OF THE OSAGE CITY COUNCIL 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2016 
 

The Osage City Council met in regular session at 5:30 pm on Monday, December 5, 2016 with Mayor Steve 
Cooper presiding. Council Members present were: Grafft, Voaklander, Mork, Bodensteiner, and Elliott. Absent: 
Adams. 
 
Council Member Voaklander made motion to approve the agenda. Council Member Elliott seconded. All voted 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Council Member Mork made motion to approve the consent agenda. Council Member Voaklander seconded. 
Motion approved by unanimous vote. Consent agenda consisted of: approval of November 21, 2016 meeting 
minutes, monthly reports, Res. 16-17-84 RES. AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
CITY OF OSAGE. 
 

AgSource Labs, testing 476.87  MN-IA Electric Motors, parts 1523.03 

Ahlers & Cooney, seminar 118.00  Morische, Gary, services 75.00 

Angell, Kurt, reimburse cont ed 990.60  Net Payroll, Nov 23 30616.57 

Aramark, services 936.60  NI Media Group, publications 535.51 

Blazek, services 7444.50  Northern Escrow, façade program 57713.90 

Bree's Tire, services 378.93  Office of Auditor of State, audit 425.00 

Brown Supply, supplies 258.36  Olsen Implement, parts 17.83 

Chicago Central & Pacific, supp 10253.95  OMU, fees 1500.00 

CRC, pool expenses 560.00  OMU, phones 738.39 

Crescent Electric, grant pass thru 1500.00  OMU, utilities 14112.72 

Croell Redi-Mix, materials 1778.00  Osage Chamber, dues 310.00 

Dennis Donovan, audit 1875.00  Osage Coop, grass seed 442.50 

Electronic Specialties, equipment 54.36  Osage Payless Foods, supplies 10.38 

Farm Chem, supplies 22.07  Our Iowa, ads 332.00 

Federal Fire Equip, extinguishers 800.95  Payroll Deductions, Nov 23 34094.66 

Foth, Julie, services 108.00  Planscape Partners, services 3493.50 

Gordys, parts 42.60  Pollard Pest Control, services 144.50 

Graham Tire, tires 217.80  Reiser Implement, parts 139.40 

Grainger, supplies 2626.00  River City Fence, materials 13694.00 

Hometown Connections, supplies 48.20  Schindler Elevator, qtr maint 159.57 

IAMU, dues 614.83  Spahn & Rose, supplies 174.37 

Iowa DOT, materials 16.80  Standard Insurance, insurance 177.09 

JB Electric, services 3048.62  Storey Kenworthy, supplies 554.80 

Jendro Sanitation, services 9638.60  US Water, supplies 68681.65 

John Deere Financial, parts 500.50  USA Bluebook, supplies 529.66 

K&H, fuel 4044.61  Verizon Wireless, cell phones 124.52 

Keystone, testing 2930.00  Weber Auto, aprts 358.82 

Larsons Hardware Hank, supplies 449.84  Wellmark, insurance 21076.41 

LR Falk, materials 93.98    
 
Claims Summarization: General $84347.66; RUT $23211.45; Solid Waste $9726.50; Water $11597.61; Sewer 
$108884.88; Library $6658.97; Hotel/Motel Tax $621.38; Projects $58535.90 
 
November Receipts: General $126,905.54; Library $463.13; RUT $40,372.88 Employee Benefit $10,439.04; 
Emergency Levy $683.15; Local Option Tax $37,297.63; Hotel/Motel Tax $57.02; TIF $2,539,023.22; Main St 
Loan $3026.75; Commercial Loan $254.16; Trust & Agency $353.88; Forfeited Property $1.71; Debt Service 
$1,356,602.07; Capital Improvements $142,930.50; Water $53,260.43; Sewer $3,045,875.16; Solid Waste 
$11,938.17 
 
Jan Slater from Dennis Donovan PC accounting firm had reviewed the audit report with Finance Committee, 
Clerk, and Public Works Director prior to Council meeting. Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to 
accept and approve the audit report for fiscal year 2015-16. Council Member Elliott seconded. Motion 
unanimously approved. 
 
Accord Architectural Co. on behalf of Mitchell County Regional Health Center had submitted request for 
variance as first step in building permit process for proposed hospital/clinic addition. The hospital is zoned P-O 
(Professional Office) so Plan & Zoning Commission and City Council must review and act on the variance 
request. The Plan & Zoning Commission met November 22nd and approved the variance request. Council 
Member Bodensteiner moved to approve Res. 16-17-85 RESOLUTION WAIVING MINIMUM SETBACK 
REQUIREMENTS FOR A PARCEL IN PROFESSIONAL OFFICE DISTRICT. Council Member Grafft seconded. 
All voted aye, motion carried. 
 
OMU General Manager Josh Byrnes and Accounting/Finance Director Laura Kuennen presented 2017 Budget, 
along with activities and projects at OMU and plans for 2017. Partnerships with school, city, and identifying 
economic development opportunities were highlighted. The pair also shared comparison information on gas and 
electric consumption and revenues, telecommunication trends, wind turbine and solar farm production. Council 
Member Bodensteiner moved to approve Res. 16-17-86 RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET 
FOR THE OSAGE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2017. Council Member Elliott 
seconded. Motion approved by unanimous vote. 



 
Mayor Cooper announced his intention to re-appoint Tom Kenny for six year term on OMU Board of Trustees. 
Council Member Mork moved to approve Res. 16-17-87 RESOLUTION APPROVING MAYOR’S 
APPOINTMENT TO THE OSAGE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES BOARD OF TRUSTEES. Council Member 
Voaklander seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Osage School Superintendent Barb Schwamman explained school’s plan to build concession/restroom building 
and establish a single ticket/entry point south of Sawyer Field on ground currently owned by City and considered 
part of Sawyer Drive. She asked City to gift the land to the school. Additionally City would need to re-open 
Sawyer Drive between school and CRC for one-way traffic from 7th Street into high school parking lot and re-
configure parking lot entry on east side of football field.  
 
City planned to commit $200,000 Local Option Tax funds to the CDBG Downtown Revitalization (Façade) 
Project and previously approved transfer of $100,000 to the project fund. Clerk asked that an additional 
$100,000 be approved now to be used as construction continues. Council Member Grafft moved to approve 
Res. 16-17-88 RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS. Council Member Voaklander seconded. All voted aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Work progresses on the Façade project, and pay request for masonry, carpentry, doors and hardware was 
submitted for payment. Council Member Elliott moved to approve Res. 16-17-89 RESOLUTION APPROVING 
PARTIAL PAY CERTIFICATE NO. 6 FOR CDBG FAÇADE PROJECT. Council Member Bodensteiner 
seconded. Motion approved by unanimous vote. Next meeting with architect and contractor will be Dec. 20 at 
9:30 at Courthouse. 
 
Concession managers at high school asked about receiving a temporary parking permit in order to park on 
street north of high school gym to facilitate transporting hot pizzas from vendor to concession stand multiple 
times during winter athletic events. Council was reluctant to allow even temporary parking. City will provide 
traffic cones to close and designate a space in CRC parking lot for school concession worker if CRC agrees. 
 
Council Member Bodensteiner moved to approve Res. 16-17-90 RESOLUTION ADOPTING CITY OF OSAGE 
SECTION 125 PREMIUM ONLY PLAN FOR 2017. Council Member Grafft seconded. Motion approved 
unanimously.  
 
City Clerk reported union contract mediation session is tentatively scheduled for 4:30 pm on Wednesday, 
December 21. Pre-construction meeting for Sewer Rehab Phases 2 & 3 was held last week. Sub-contractor will 
be televising and cleaning all lines on Phase 1 very soon and Hydro-Klean should begin lining in January. 
Osage Economic Betterment Co. kicked off Osage Community Daycare fundraising with a $30,000 pledge. City 
Attorney McPhail will update Drug-Free Workplace policy. Fire Department will have 3 vacancies at beginning of 
January. Conversations continue with City, US Cellular, local historic preservation group and State Historic 
Preservation office. 
 
Council Member Bodensteiner made motion to adjourn.  Council Member Mork seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
              
       Mayor  
Attest: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 


